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“William Bardsley Brash MA BLitt BD: was born at Pudsey in Yorkshire on 23rd December 
1877. He was a son of the manse, his father being the Rev J Denholm Brash. 
Educated at Kingswood School, he entered the Wesleyan Methodist Ministry in 1901, after 
having received theological training at Handsworth College, Birmingham. 
The first twenty-seven years of his ministry were spent in various circuits, in all of which he 
proved himself a profound and earnest preacher of the Gospel. His gracious character and 
lovable disposition endeared him to all who knew him, for he lived the Gospel he preached. 
He twice service as Secretary of the Oxford District in the Wesleyan Methodist Church. From 
his early days in the ministry he showed an academic bent, particularly in the field of English 
Literature and he took the degree of BLitt during his pastorate at Oxford. 
It was indeed fitting that in 1928 he succeeded to the Chair of English and the English Bible 
at Didsbury College, Manchester. His stimulating lectures on these subjects to generations of 
Methodist theological students were counted among the most inspiring in a student’s career. 
His period as Principal of the College (1939-49) was one of especial difficulty; yet almost 
single-handed he supervised the removal of the College from Manchester to Bristol in 1946, 
and its rebirth among the first generation of post-war students. A born scholar and a gifted 
writer, he loved learning and published much. 
As a preacher and lecturer he was in great demand. He loved Methodism and cherished its 
best traditions. He enjoyed a deep Christian experience, possessing a strong and radiant faith 
in God. His wide interests and cultured mind made him a delightful companion and friend. 
Kind, patient and understanding, he had a genius for friendship. 
He retired in 1949 and took up residence in Oxford, the city he loved and the scene of his 
earlier labours. He continued to preach with great acceptance and his pulpit ministrations 
were widely sought. 
He died suddenly on 28th April 1952 at St Ives, Cornwall. This man of God passed to his 
reward in the seventy-fifth year of his age and the fifty-first year of his ministry.” 

 


