
Wallace Hillier 
1890 - 1917 
 

[Apparently a late addition to the memorial: he is at the end, out of 
alphabetical order] 

 
Oxford resident 
Bank cashier 
Died at Poelcapelle, aged 27, on 9 October 1917 

 
Family and Education 

Wallace Leigh Hillier was born between July and September 1890 in Leicester. In 

1911 he was living in Bristol with his parents and one sister, working as a bank 

clerk. His father was a District agent for Dr Barnardo’s children’s homes and his 

mother worked as a matron in a ‘temporary receiving home’. He married Hilda A 

Penwarden on 24 October 1914 in Bristol. She was a fancy goods clerk. Then the 

couple seem to have moved to Oxford, where they lived at 61 Lonsdale Rd in 

Summertown and Wallace worked as a bank cashier. In December 1915 he 

enlisted as a Private in the 2nd Battalion of the Honourable Artillery Company. 

 
War Service: 2nd Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company  

This was an infantry unit that, for two years, moved between various locations in 

the London area, including two stints at the Tower of London. Eventually on 3 

October 1916 the unit landed at Le Havre and was placed under the command of 

the 22nd Brigade in the 7th Division. It was in action on 25 February 1917 at 

Buquoy, and in the Battle of Arras in May.  

On 9 October 1917 the unit took part in the Battle of Poelcapelle which was one 

of the opening actions of the Battle of Passchendaele. Some objectives were 

achieved but the conditions were bad and casualties heavy. Wallace’s body was 

not recovered and it was accepted that he had died that day, aged 27.  A family 

tree on Ancestry UK claims that he had a son Kenneth John born in October 1917, 

about the same time that news of his death would have reached his widow. She 

applied for probate at the end of October and he left her £285 6s 11d. Wallace is 

commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

This is the story of one of the men who appear on a war memorial at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church in Oxford, UK. These stories were compiled in 2018-19 from a variety 
of family history and military sources. In particular, Chris Baker’s site, 'The Long, Long 
Trail' has provided valuable details of the men's experience of battle: 
https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/   
 

https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/

