
Ernest Parson, Military Cross 
1894 - 1917 
 
Born in India 

Methodist minister’s son 

Educated at Kingswood School, Bath, and New College Oxford 

Died of wounds received at Arras, aged 23, on 1 June 1917  

 

Family and Education 

Ernest Edward Parson was born in Lucknow, India, in 1894. His father was Rev 

Joseph Parson, who had been born on 19 November 1856 in Brixton, Devon, as 

one of the youngest of a large farming family. By 1871 Joseph was apprenticed to 

a wheelwright, but by 1881 he was studying for the ministry, and later that year 

he travelled to India. In 1884 he married Sarah Lauck, who had been born in the 

United States. Ernest was the second of their four sons. 

In 1898 the family returned to Britain. In 1901 they were at Minehead in 

Somerset, and in 1911 at Whitehaven in Cumbria. In that year Ernest completed 

his education at Kingswood School in Bath, a Methodist foundation. There he had 

won academic prizes, and although short in stature he was a successful athlete, 

earning the nickname ‘Hercules’. In the first rugby team it was noted that ‘he 

plays a very keen, though at times reckless game’. His elder brother studied at 

Christ Church Oxford, and in 1911 Ernest gained a Natural Science Scholarship at 

New College: the school had a full day’s holiday to celebrate. On arrival he 

joined the University Officers’ Training Corps.  

 

War Service: 124th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 

Ernest enlisted in January 1915, apparently without quite completing his 

university degree. He joined the King Edward Horse but then transferred to the 

124th Brigade of the Royal Field Artillery, and was presumably a Second 

Lieutenant. He arrived in France on 17 April 1915. The movement of these 

artillery units is very complex and it is not possible to know in detail what 

actions he took part in. At some point he became a Lieutenant. While he was 

away his father Joseph died, on 21 June 1916.  

Ernest was attached to an infantry regiment as a Special Observation Officer. He 

was at Arras for a major British offensive from 9 April that eventually achieved 

the longest advance since the start of trench warfare. He was awarded the 

Military Cross for his action on 23 April, and the citation published in the London 

Gazette on 25 July 1917 states: ‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. 

When acting as Forward Observation Officer, the infantry were held up by 

machine guns and bombers at a strong point. He organised an attack and 

succeeded in capturing 17 prisoners and a machine gun’. But he died of wounds 

on 1 June 1917, aged 23. He is buried at Sunken Road Cemetery, Boisleux-St 

Marc. His commanding officer praised his cheerfulness saying ‘all ranks feel the 

loss intensely: a more noble soldier never lived’. 



______________________________________________________________________ 

This is the story of one of the men who appear on a war memorial at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church in Oxford, UK. These stories were compiled in 2018-19 from a variety 
of family history and military sources. In particular, Chris Baker’s site, 'The Long, Long 
Trail' has provided valuable details of the men's experience of battle: 
https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/ 
Ernest Parson's story incorporates details from Kingswood Magazine, kindly provided by 
the Kingswood School Archivist. 
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