
Arthur Rigby, Military Cross 

1893 - 1917 

 

Methodist missionary’s son 

Educated at Leeds Grammar School and Trinity College Oxford 

Died at Poelcapelle, aged 24, on 12 October 1917 

 

Family and Education 

Arthur George Rigby was born in 1893 in Colombo, Ceylon, where his father, Rev 

William H Rigby, had been a Wesleyan Methodist missionary since 1884.  His 

mother was called Alice. In 1911 Arthur was a pupil of Leeds Grammar School and 

was living at 8 Richmond Rd, Headingley, West Yorkshire. There he and his 

brother were wards, under supervision with three other boys born abroad and 

sent to England for their education.  During his last two years at Leeds Grammar 

School he was Head of School. He was a member of the newly formed Officers’ 

Training Corps and was its first Colour Sergeant. The school magazine said of 

him: ‘Few boys in the School during the last fifteen years have shown such 

brilliant promise’. 

In 1911 Arthur gained an Open Classical Scholarship to Trinity College, Oxford, 

joining the University Officers’ Training Corps. He became Secretary of the 

Wesley Society (the forerunner of the students' John Wesley Society) and a Local 

Preacher. In 1914 he achieved a First Class degree.  

 

War Service: 1/8 (Leeds Rifles) Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment, later 

renamed 8th (Service) Battalion 

Arthur planned to become a missionary, but on the outbreak of war he joined the 

Leeds Rifles Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment, and on 29 August 1914 he 

was commissioned Second Lieutenant. This Territorial Battalion trained at 

various Yorkshire locations before reaching Boulogne on 15 April 1915. In May it 

was in action at the disastrous Battle of Aubers Ridge. Arthur was mentioned in 

dispatches on 31 December 1915 ‘for gallant and distinguished service in the 

field’. At this time he was a Lieutenant. 

Arthur’s unit fought in a series of battles at the Somme in 1916, where casualties 

were heavy, and it may have been at this time that he was promoted Captain: a 

later report in his school magazine says that ‘while acting as platoon commander 

his natural inquisitiveness led to many excursions into No Man’s Land and after a 

time he became Intelligence Officer to the Brigade and to the Division’.  

In 1917 Arthur’s unit was involved in Operation Hush, a British plan to land on the 

Flanders coast that was eventually abandoned. In October he was at the Battle of 

Poelcapelle, the opening action of the Battle of Passchendaele, fought in heavy 

rain and appalling mud.  Unlike Wallace Hillier, also on the Wesley mem 

memorial, he survived that battle. But he was killed in action days later, on 12 

October 1917 aged 24.  



Arthur’s body was not recovered and he is remembered on the Tyne Cot 

Memorial, Passchendaele. He was awarded a posthumous Military Cross ‘for 

gallantry during active operations against the enemy’ (London Gazette of 28 

December 1917).  

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
This is the story of one of the men who appear on a war memorial at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church in Oxford, UK. These stories were compiled in 2018-19 from a variety 
of family history and military sources. In particular, Chris Baker’s site, 'The Long, Long 
Trail' has provided valuable details of the men's experience of battle: 
https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/   
Additional details for Arthur Rigby were found in the Leeds Grammar School magazine. 
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