
Charles Batty 
1896 - 1916 
 

 

Born in Iowa 

Educated at Mill Hill School and University College Oxford 

Died at Ypres, aged 19, on 19 January 1916 

Family and Education 

Charles Frederick Batty was born in Ottumwa, Iowa, USA, on 28 April 1896.  His 

father was Frederick Batty, a Methodist from Lancashire, who had worked as a 

miner. He had married Eliza Fielding Buckley at Ormskirk in 1894. By 1899 the 

couple were back in England, and their second son Philip was born in Darlington 

in Durham. In 1901 the family of four were living with Eliza’s mother and her 

siblings in an eleven-person household.  

Charles’s father was working as a Provisions Agent at both the 1901 and 1911 

censuses, and this apparently generated enough income to pay school fees, as by 

1909 Charles was a pupil at Mill Hill School in London. School records show he 

was in the cricket first eleven. He became a Classical scholar at University 

College Oxford in 1914, where he joined the Officers’ Training Corps. But very 

soon he returned home to enlist.  

 

War Service: 10th (Service) Battalion, Durham Light Infantry 

Charles joined the 10th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry and on 28 

November 1914 he received a commission as Second Lieutenant. The battalion 

came under orders of the 43rd Brigade in the 14th (Light) Division. 

Charles reached France on 23 October 1915, and at first he would have received 

training in trench warfare and his officer duties. By 1916 he had started working 

as a Bomb Officer in the trenches, and on 19 January he died at Ypres, aged 19, 

not in battle but as part of the day to day attrition of the war, perhaps hit by a 

sniper or shell. His body was recovered and he is buried at Essex Farm cemetery.   

Charles’s commanding officer wrote “he was an extremely good officer and had 

done some excellent work since he came out and everyone thought very highly of 

him. He was very popular with us all”. His senior Bombing Officer wrote “I 



cannot tell you how sorry I am to lose him. He was new to the work of Bomb 

Officer in the trenches. But I thought him most promising and the men were 

devoted to him. I knew and liked him when we were in Aldershot together and 

was looking forward very much to working with him here”. 

Very poignantly Charles’s younger brother Captain Philip Arthur Batty was killed 

in France in 1940 during the Second World War, when their parents were still 

alive. 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

This is the story of one of the men who appear on a war memorial at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church in Oxford, UK. These stories were compiled in 2018-19 from a variety 
of family history and military sources. In particular, Chris Baker’s site, 'The Long, Long 
Trail' has provided valuable details of the men's experience of battle: 
https://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/   
Charles Batty's story incorporates material from Mill Hill School, including the 
photograph of Charles: http://millhill.me/atwar/Search_Result_View.php?recID=11  
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